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EXPLANATION OF THE PLATE. 


Str Roperr Sumer, whofe head 
_is prefixed to this book, was the young- 
eft fon of Sir Thomas Shirley, of Suf- 
fex. Sir Robert had ferved againft the 
Turks, having been introduced to the 
Sophi of Perfia by Anthony his elder 
brother, the great traveller, and mar- 
ried a relation of the Royal Family, 
whom he brought with him on his 
Embaffy to the Court of London. Sis 
Robert fignalized himfelf by affecting 
to wear the Perfian drefs in England 
upon all occafions, and offended the 
Ambaflador that followed him, whe 
refufed to acknowledge his credentials. 
King James detefting quarrels, and 
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( iv ) 
ever averfe to decifion, fent them both 
back to their mafter, with Sir Dormer 
Cotton, and they all three were loft in 
their paflage. 

N. B. Granger makes Sir Anthony 
the Ambaffador to James, and Sir 
William Mufgrave, in Bromley, fays 
Sir Robert died in the Tower, 1656, 
but they are both wrong. 


IN- 


INTRODUCTION. 


THE moft ancient appellation of 
Perfia is Iran, from Iran ben Siamek, 
the name of Houfheng, fon of Siamek, 
fecond king of Perfia of the firft race, 
called alfo the dynafty of the Pifhda- 
dians. 

The Kingdom of Perfia is all that 
country contained between the Eu- 
phrates and the Tigris, the Jihon, the 
Indus, the Cafpian and Indian Seas ; 
where are the provinces of Perfia Pro- 
per, the Irak Agemi, or ancient Par- 
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thia, the Shirvan, the Adherbijan, 
that is, Media, and Khorafan, com- 
prehending Badtria, and Hircania. All 
thefe provinces, taken together, bear 
the name of Iran, In the Hebrew 
Scriptures, Perfia is called by the let- 
ters Pe Refh Samech, or Pers, Peres, 
or Paras; and by the Arabians, Fars; 
and Elam, the fon of Shem, the father 
of it. An Epitome of its Dynafties 
has been publifhed by Sir William 
Oufeley, who is gone to Perfia in 
fearch of materials for his Opus Mag- 
num, or larger work. This country 
fhone out with great fplendor in the 
tme of Cyrus, who extended his 

do- 


( vii ) 
dominions over Afia, from Indus to 
the Agean Sea, and held Babylon, 
and all that the Medes had Weftward 
to the river Halys, in fubjection, and 
annexed to it the kingdom of Lydia 
beyond that river. This empire, to 
which Cambyfes added Egypt, lafted 
till Alexander eame, at whofe death 
Seleucus Nicator got the Eaftern pro- 
vinces, and his fucceffors loft them to 
the Parthians, under whofe dominions 
Perfia had its particular kings. The 
Perfians neverthelefs were in a ftate of 
dependance till the third century, when 
one took the name of Artaxerxes, and 
fhook off the yoke of Parthia from his 
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countrymen for the fpace of four hun- 
dred years, until the invafion of the 
Arabs under the Khalifs, who fuc- 
ceeded Mohammed. 

The name of Cyrus is derived from 
Khoor, the Sun, with the Greek ter- 
mination, or from Khoorfheed, the 
Sun, by the omiffion of the laft two 
letters. In Ferdufi a worfhipper of the 
Sun is called Khoorprieft. The fable 
of Cyrus’s origin, from Hekalebe, in 
Abarbanel, and Kuve, in Hefychius, 
arofe probably from the name of his 
mother, who might have been a Ka- 
lebite, (fee 1 MWries xxv. 31.) as the 
was a Jewefs; and then, as a wolf, 


or 
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or Lupa, the wife of Fauftulus, 
fuckled Romulus, fo might Cyrus have 
been nurfed by the female of a dog, 
which Kalebe fignifies. We learn 
from Herodotus, that the Perfians 
were called Cephenes by the Greeks, 
and by themfelves, and their neigh- 
bours Artzi, lib. vil. and in the firft 
book Arteate, whence they got the 
prefix of Art, or Ard, in the names of 
Cai Ardefhir, Artaxerxes Longimanus 
of the Tabari, who was the Ahafuerus 
of the Bible, in the fecond dynatty of 
the Caianian Kings, and of Ardavan, 
the fon of Palafhan in the third. The 
paflage of Elerodotus in Clio admits of 


another 


(x) 
another interpretation, firft given it 
by Stephens in a marginal note, p. 24 
of his Latin verfion. ‘‘ Thefe are the 
tribes, or nations, from whence all 
the reft.”. Then the hiftorian enume- 
rates them, Arteatai, Perf, Pafarga- 
dz, &c. &c. That the Perfians called 
themfelves Artai, and Awteate, before 
they took the name of Perf appears 
from the feventh book, where it is 
faid, that Perfeus having marricd An- 
dromeda, the daughter of Cepheus, fhe 
bure him a fon, Perfes, whofe name 
the Cephenes adopted, in confequence 
of Cepheus’s deceafe without iffue 
male. Now it fo happens, that the 


word 
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word Arteatai has two meanings, Ar- 
teatz, a people, or OPTERT At, the third 
perfon plural preterit paffive, in the 
Tonic dialect, of the verb To be de- 
pendent, or to hang from; and Ste- 
phens has put in the margin to fhew 
this did not efcape him, “ Sunt autem 
hec, 4 quibus alii omnes dependent.” 
Now if you admit this verfion, you 
begin with the Perf, and contradict 
Herodotus, who fays they were called 
Arteatai before they were called Perfze, 
and make Herodian and Stephanus By- 
zantinus, who repeat the fame, to have 
committed a grofs blunder. Notwith- 
ftanding this the French tranflator of 

He- 
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Herodotus, is fo clear that Arteatai js 
a verb, and not a people, and that M. 
L’ Abbé Geinoz firft made the difco- 
very, that he ventures to invite thofe 
who differ from him to read his notes, 
val. i. p. 307. and vol. v. p. 313. Be 
the fact as it may, he ought not to 
have attributed to one countryman what 
was due, by priority of right, to ano- 
ther, and one tu whom it could be eafily 
fhewn he had numberlefs obligations, 
and muft have been acquainted with. 
But this, I am forry to fay, is very 


often the cafe. 


—Sie 


—_-—_— Sic maximi 
Pott fata femper negliguntur prin- 


cipes. 


Before the time of Cyrus there is 
no mention in Mofes, Kings, Ifaiah, 
or Jeremiah, of Perfians, but of the 
Cutheans and Elamites in their ftead. 
The writers coeval with Cyrus, Da- 
niel, Ezekiel, &c. &c. fpeak always 
of Perfia and its inhabitants, for Cyrus 
had made them all horfemen from five 
years old and upwards; and Paras is 
a horfeman, and one who fpurs his 


horfe, and, as we fay, 


** comes pricking oer the plain ;” 


and 


( xiv ) 

and hence Paras is Perfia, becaufe the 
whole country was mounted; but in 
Arabic, which has no —_ (p) Faras, 
and though applied generally to the 
whole kingdom, denotes the country 
bounded by Carmania to the Eaft, by 
Khufiftan to the Weft, by the Perfian 
Sea to the South, and the Defert of 
Naubendijan, which divides it from 
Khoraffan, to the North. As Perfes 
came from the Eatt, fo did the horfe 
Pegafus, which, in the language of 
Kutha and Elam, means a bridled 
horfe, fuch as he is reprefented on a 
coin of the Locri in Locride, figured 
by Pellerin. See Michaelis, in his 

Sup- 
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Supplement to Hebrew Lexicons, No. 
2002, p. 1993, Part 6. Caftell, in 
the words Pagad, he bridled, and Sus, 


a horfe. 


PRE: 


PREFACE. 


Persian RECREATIONS, or 
the title the Author has given to thts 
tract, comprize fix different defcrip- 
tions of wit and pleafantry ; the Le- 
teefet, the Zerectet, the Nekelet, the 
Pend, the Nukté, and the Wakooa, 
The firft is a joke; the fecond, a good 


thing, or bon mot; the third, a tale ; 


a? 
the fourth, an admonition; the fifth, 


a quaint conceit, or nice diftinction ; 


the fixth, an extraordinary cvent *. 


* See a Sermon on Wit, by If. Barrow, fiom 
Fphef. v. 4. 


B Lhe 


| ( i } 

The inhabitants of Iran, it fthould 
feem, refemble the French in the days 
of Gallic civilization, more than any 
other nation of Europe; and for this 
we have the authority of the earliett 
and lateft travellers through Perfia ; for 
from that country we have feen as vet 
but two Ambaffadors, and both equally 
zealous in defence of their fovereign. 
The hiftory of each is long and cir- 
eumftantial, and will beft fuit the fore 
ground of my picture. 


— — — Longa eft injuria, longe 
Ambages, fed fumma fequar faftigia rerum. 


Virg. fen, l, $42, 
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PERSIAN. EMBASSIES 


OF 


1612 axn 1810. 
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Go then, but let your chief care be to 
keep the law, which enjoins you to 
have no defirc, as an Ambaflador, 

to exceed your orders. 
Sophocl. Trachin. v. 616. 


IN James the Firft’s reign this coun- 
try faw two Perfian Ambaffadors at 
once, contending with blows for pre- 
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cedence. As the ftory is curfous, and 
not much blown upon, I fhall tell it in 
the words of the knight, who was 
matter of the ceremonies to James and 
Charles, Sir John Finett, Philoxenis. 

“ About the middle of February, 
1612, the Merchants of the Eaft In- 
dian Company (having fignified to his 
majefty, that a fhip, long held for loft, 
and then arrived at Portfmouth, had 
brought in her an Ambaffador from 
the king of Perfia) obtained his Majef- 
ty’s coach, with the Earl of Warwrck, 
the Mafter of the Ceremonies, and 
other gentlemen the king’s fervants in 
it, for his reception at Kingfton, and 
tranfport to London. » 

‘‘Thefe Merchants (with an affec- 
ed honour, beyond that done to the 

other 
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other Perfian Ambaflador, Sir Robert 
Sherley, had procured the King’s coach 
to be drawn with eight horfes, as with 
the more grace to the latter to difgrace 
the former. He came to London the 
19th of February, and was lodged, the 
merchants defraying him, in the houfe 
of Alderman Holliday, then deceafed. 
There refting himfelf two days, his au- 
dience was folicited, and affigned for 
Shrove Tuefday following, which fuf- 
pected by Sir Robert Sherley and his 
friends to be a plot of the merchants, 
by fo haftening an audience to prevent 
his repair to court, and to prepoflefs 
the King with the new Ambaffador’'s 
reports, he intreated the Earl of Cleave- 
jand,. hufband to his neece, to accom- 
pany him ata vifit he would beftow on 
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the faid Ambaffador for his welcome, 
and for the declaring of his own qua- 
lity of Ambaffador from the faid King, 
for whom he had fo long negociated 
under that title. To this purpofe the 
Fear] of Cleaveland, addreffing himfelf 
to the Lord Chamberlain, for his fa- 
vour, in procuring from the Lord Con- 
way, principal fecretary, the letters of 
credence brought to King James by 
Sir Robert Sherley. The Lord Cham- 
berlaine excepting his medling in it, as 
being (he faid) no duty of his place. 
From him the Earl of Cleaveland went 
to the Duke of Buckingham, and by 
his means obtained allowance from his 
Majefty for my Lord Conway to im- 
part them for fo much ufe and fight as 
might ferve the Ambaflador Sherley's 

turn 
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turn for the other’s fatisfaction ; fo as 
my Lord Cleaveland having gotten 
them into his hands, he, the morning 
that the new come Ambaflador was in 
the afternoon to have audience, de- 
parted with the King’s coach, and fe- 
ven other (eight or nine gentlemen and 
myfelf accompanying him) to Sir Ro- 
bert Sherley’s lodging on Tower Hill; 
whence being ready to fet forth to- 
wards the other Ambaffador’s, I pro- 
pounded the fitnefs of fending to him 
Hefore, (to avoid the incivility, as it 
might be interpreted, of a furprize,) 
with fignification of our inftant coming 
to him to vifit him. To this his an- 
{wer met us on the way without other 
¢egmpliment, than that we might come. 
Entering the hall, where he then was 

B 4 fit- 
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fitting in a chair on his legs double un-: 
der him, after the Perfian pofture, and 
affording no motion of refpecét to any 
of us, Sir Robert Sherley gave him a 
falutation, and fate down on a ftool 
near him, while. my Lord of Cleave- 
land, by an interpreter, fignified, in 
three words, tlie caufe of the Ambaffa- 
dor Sherley’s, and his, and our coming 
to him, but with little return 6f regard 
from him, till I informing the inter- 
preter of the new Ambaflador what 
my Lord’s quality was, he let fall his* 
trufied-up legs from his chair, and 
made a kind of refpect to his Lordfhip. 
This done, Sir Robert Sherley, unfold- 
ing his letters, and (as the Perfian ufe 
is in reverence to the King) firft touch- 
ed his eyes with them, next holding 

them 
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them over his head, and after kiffing 
them, he prefented them to the®Am- 
baflador, that he receiving them might 
perform the like obfervance ; when he 
fuddenly rifing out of his chair, ftepped 
to Sir Robert Sherley, fnatched his let- 
ters from him, tore them, and gave 
him a blow on the face with his fift; 
and while my Lord of Cleaveland ftep- 
ping between kept off the offer of a 
further violence, the Perfian’s (fon, 
next at hand, flew upon Sir Robert 
Sheriey, and with two or three blows 
more, overthrew him; when Matter 
Maxwell, of the bedchamber, and my 
Lord of Cleaveland, neareft to him, 
pulling- him back, while we of the 
company laid hands on our {fwords, 
but not drawing them, becaufe not 
; any 
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any one {word or dagger was drawn 
by thé Perfians, my Lord Cleaveland 
remonftrated to the Ambaffador the 
danger and infolency of the fact, fay- 
ing, that if he, and the Gentlemen 
there with him, had not borne more 
refpect for that King whom he repre- 
fented, than he (the Ambaffador) had 
done to the letters fhewed him for juf- 
tification of the other’s quality, neither 
he, nor thofe about him, that had 
committed that infolency, fhould have 
gone alive out of that place. After 
thefe words he made fome fhew of 
acknowledgement, and’ faid, he was 
forry he had offended his Lordfhip, 
and us, by his act, which he had per- 
formed, (tranfported with extreme rage 
againft a perfon that had dared to 

coun- 


( 11°) 

counterfeit the King his Mafter’s hand, 
which was always, he faid, fet on the 
top of his letter, when thefe letters 
he had fhetwed had it on the back 
fide), and to hear (as he had done) fo 
mean a fellow, and an impoftor, fhould 
prefume to fay he had married the 
King his Mafter’s neece. 

To this Sir Robert Sherley (who 
was in the mean time retired behind 
the company, amazed and confounded 
with his blow and treatment) ftepped 
in and anfwered, That he never {faid 
he had married the King’s neece, but 
the Queen’s kinfwoman; and that for 
the manner alledged of figning his let- 
ters, it was true, that the King of 
Perfia, in all employments of his own 
fubjects to foreign Princes, or in wri- 


ting 
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ting to them, ufed to fign above in the 
front of his letters, but that when he 
employed a ftranger to any foreign 
Prince, his fignature was ufually af- 
fixed on the back fide of his letters, 
that before their opening, they might 
fhew who fent them. Ta this the 
Ambaffador replied with fcornful looks 
only ; we all with little or. no refpecs 
to him departed, and conducting Sir 
Robert Sherley to his lodging, accom- 
panied the Earl of Cleaveland inftantly 
to Court, where finding the Duke of 
Buckingham in the prefence chamber, 
(the King being even then come forth 
to dinner,) his Lordfhip acquainted his 
Majefty with our adventure, and I re- 
ceived prefent order to let Sir Lewes 
Lewkner know, that he fhould inftant- 


ly 
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ly tepair to the new come Perfian Am- 
baflador, and tell him, that his audr- 
ence for that afternoon was thought 
fit to be fufpended, and remitted to 
another day, that his Majefty might be 
particularly informed of the caufes of 
the difagreement and diforder happen- 
ed. The greateft blot and fault of this 
adocy was caft upon Sir Robert Sherley, 
for his default in his refolution, not tg 
return with blows (or words at leatt) 
the affront done him; which had he 
done, would have confirmed the truth 
of his reprefentative quality, and not 
given fubject (from fuch weaknefs and 
want of fpirit difcovered by him) tg 
the merchants to difpute, as they con. 
fidently did, and to his own friends 
to defend the foundnefs of his com.- 
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miffion; yet at length he writing to 
his Majefty, and befeeching him’ to 
fend him into Perfia with his two let- 
ters tied about his neck for trial whe- 
they were true or falfe, the world be- 
gan to have aconce it of his unjutt fuffer- 
ance ; and the King, to charge it home 
to the merchants, with his command 
and efpecial pleafure, fignified to them, 
that he fhould be fent along in their 
fleet, then ready to part for the Eatt 
Indies, and be by them landed in Per- 
fia, there to make his purgation, which 
they, though unwillingly, afflented to, 
and preffing for the other Ambaffador’s 
audience, he had it, after eight or. ten 
days’ delay, affigned and given him the 
fixth of March, fetched to it by. the 
Earl of Warwick, &c. Entering the 

Ban- 
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Banqueting Houfe, where his Majetty 
ftood under the ftate to receive .him, 
without one look or gefture of refpedt, 
till coming clofe to the King’s perfon, 
he clapped his letters to his eyes, one 
after the other, kiffed them, and pre- 
fented them to the hand of his Majef- 
ty, but not fo much as bowing his 
body at their delivery, only having 4- 
nifhed his little ceremony, he, in his 
retreat, after fome twenty paces made 
with his back to the King, turned 
about, and waving his hand on each 
fide imperioufly, as commanding a 
profpect, hindered by the multitude 
that prefled in between his fight .and 
the king’s, he made a kind of ftooping 
reverence, fo a fecond, and a third, and 
departed. When underftanding that 
: the 


( 16 ) 
the Queen was gone abroad, whom he 
meant to vifit, he employed the time 
awhile in a walk.with all his coaches 
about St. James’s Park, and veneer 
faw her Majefty. 

** The next day I brought the other 
Ambaffador, Sir Robert Sherley, to a 
private audience of his Majefty in his 
withdrawing chamber. After many 
conteftations between the merchants 
and the Ambaffador Sherley, whether 
he were to be defrayed by them, as 
the King required, or by the King, fince 
his Majetty had intimated his Te fap, 
tion that he fhould be tranfpoypato 
Perfia in the fleet that was ~#pafs for 
the Eaft Indies at the begisining of May, 
and in them alfo the other Ambaffa- 
dor, that time being come of their de- 

parture 
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parture, they both arrived too late~at 
the place of their embarking (the 
Downs) for performance of that voy- 
age in that feafon, the fleet, that could 
no longer ‘ftay for them, being already 
gone, though Sir Robert Sherley had 
gotten the ftart of the other, and im- 
barked in a pinnace of the fleet, toge- 
ther with Sir Dormer Cotton, employ- 
ed by his Majefty at the fame time 
Ambafflador to the King of Perfia, both 
for truth whether Sherley were or not 
an impoftor, and alfo to fix a trade 
there, (which the other Ambafladors 
came to negociate,) fo as they were all 
forced to return to London, and there 
attend the opportunity of departure in 
March, ten moneths after; when be- 
ginning their voyage, (the two differing 

C Am- 
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Ambaffadors in feveral fhips,) they all 


three died in the way, and with them 
the quarrell and enquirie after it.” 


Mirza AsuLwassan *, (father of 
beauty,) was fent hither by his mafter 
the King of Perfia, Futtih Ulee Shah, 
ci-devant Sofce, Ajem Shahee, Padfha- 
hee Iran and Teheran f, to negociate 


* Abulhaffan was born at Shiraz in 1776. His 
father was Mohammed Ali, fecretary to Nadir Shah, 
and condemned to be burnt alive with two Hindoos, 
then refpited till the next day, and finally faved by 
the affaflination of Nadir Shah in his tent. Mo- 
hammed Ali had told the Emperor that he did not 
object to be burnt, but to his companions, who 
were not even Mohammedans. Abulhaffan himfelf 
tiad a narrow efcape of being beheaded, and would 
have been the victim of the axe, ‘but was faved by 
the intercefion of Mirza RezaKouli. Morier, pp. 
220, 221, and elfewhere. 


¢ Teberan is the prefent capital of Perfia. 
with 
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with the King of England and the Eatt 
India Company, on the 25th of Novem- 
ber, 1809. Three coaches brought him 
and his fuite to town from Plymouth, 
to Mr. Malcolm’s houfe in Mansfield 
Street. He was received by Mr. Per- 
cival and the other minitters, and Lord 
Wellefley appointed sir Gore Ouleley 
to attend him as companion and inter- 
preter. Lord R 


him, and various others were prefented 





— Waited upon 


to him, and the whole town feemed 
to take a particular intereft in his mif- 
fion, fuch as had rarely, if ever, been 
before witneiled on the arrival even of 
a meffenger of peace. In addre fing 
him fome called him Excellency, upon 
which he afked what that meant, and 
it was explained to him as Alce al, 
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or Exalted in Dignity. The Perfians 
in their titular inftructions to their Am- 
baffadors ufe different appellations, of 
which the firft is Elchee or IIchee, 
Rufool, Merufool, Vakeel or Wakeel, 
Kaur Guzaur, Ambaffador, Envoy of 
Negociation, or Agent for Bufinefs, 
Abulhaffan foon found himfelf at home 
in Mansfield Street, and began to -un- 
derftand what was faid without his in- 
terpreter, by learning *to write from 
left to right with copies given him in 
Englifh, fuch as,—You are welcome, 
Sir. The coach is ready :—and fen- 
tences of this fort, which he traced 
faithfully in a bold fcholar-like hand. 
. In learning Englifh he had an op- 
portunity of acquiring German, had he 
chofen it, fince his mafter in the lan- 
guage 
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guage department was a Hanoverian 
by birth, who underftood a little Per- 
fian. Books of various forts were laid 
upon the table for his ufe, that had 
any reference to Perfian and Englifh li- 
terature, fuch as Gladwin’s Moonthee, 
and others lately publifhed in this 
country, for the purpofe of facilitating 
the ftudy of the Perfian and Englifh, 
were prefented to him by the authors, 
for which he returned his beft thanks 
through Sir Gore Oufeley. 

At his firft coming, he was much 
engaged after twelve o'clock in feeing 
every thing worthy of notice in town, 
and the environs, at the India Houfe 
and the Britifh Mufeum, the Tower, 
the Docks, the Abbey, and St. Paul's; 
the Libraries, the Picture Galleries, the 
Exhibitions ; and in the evening, the 

C3 Play- 
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Playhoufes, the Opera, and the At- 
femblics at all the firft houfes, where 
he was fometimcs too much annoyed 
by the infatiate admiration, fixed ftare, 
and inten{e ree gard of the Britith ladies. 
who looked with their hearts in their 
eyes. 





Nequeunt expleri corda tuendo 


Nigrantes oculos, voltum, corvinaque menta. 


But this was not his only grie~ 
vance; he was fo much offended at a 
Greek, who prefamed*to wear the 
Batterp babit, and drefs of his coun- 
trv, as a private unaccredited indivi- 
dual of Smyrna, that he declined ac- 
cepting invitations where he found the 
Gicek was to be of the party. The 
Greek was a fofter man, lefs fierce, 
and moge to the tafte of all ranks and 


AES, 
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ages, from la jolte Annette de quinxze 
ans, to la betle Comtesse de cinquante. 

The Ambaffador was a fine hand- 
fome dark man, and, whether on foot 
or on horfeback, appeared to great ad- 
vantage, He rode well, walked fatft, 
and talked loud *, and inceffantly. His 
conftant amufement in the Park was 
in throwing the Gereedo, or Kana, a 
fort of wooden lancc, or hafta pura, 
which he darted at his attendant, who 
rode on a little way before him; but 
his law was foon exhaufted, and he 
muft have been hit, but being ufed to 
the game, he turns round on his horfe, 


* His pronunciation of Khorafan and Iran 
fhowed the Perfian. Khorafun and Irun; but in 
Tastary, and all over the Moghel’s empire, it is 
Khorafaun and Iraun. | 
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‘and catches the fpear, or diverts ‘its 
courfe; and brings it agaim to his maf- 
ter, or leaves it to be picked up by 
fome other attendant. . Unfortunately 
one of the Perfians not very adroit in 
the fervice, in the abfence of the man 
that ufually attended the Ambafiador 
on horfeback, received the Gereedo on 
his cheek, that laid it completely open, 
for which he was called a lazy awk- 
ward dog, that did not know how to 
get out of the way. The Ambaflador 
aims at his men’s caps, which he often 
fucceeds 1n knocking off without touch- 
ing their heads, Caligula could fhoot 
an arrow clean through the intervals 
of a boy's fingers, who held his hand 
up for the purpofe. The Mogul Prin- 
ces and Rajyahs amufe themfelvyes with 

; this 
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this fpecies of diverfion, and throw 
the-miffile reed with great dexterity * 
Abulhaffan was indefatigable on 
horfeback, and rode eighteen hundred 
miles, from Shiraz to the place where 
he cmbarked. The Perfians were of 


* We owe to the introduction of Chivalry in 
this country, befides Tournaments, the exercife of 
the Gereedo, and the Kana, which the trained bands 
of young warriors carted at the dereet, or ring, and 
threw them at one another. The cuflom was 
brought intn Spain by the Arabians, and celebrated 
in the Romanzes at the Fieftas de las Canas, which 
the gallant Moors gave in honour of theladies. Here 
was the Mantenedor or the Cavalier that challenged 
every body, and the great prize, was his mittrefs’s 
picture, placed in the centre of the field, and encir- 
cled with vanquifhed knights. The terms for a vio- 
Jator, anda tilter, or thrower of the fpcear, Caituf 
and Knight are both Arabic; Khattaf, a ravifLer ; 
Nickht, a knight. Bildulgerid in Numidia is the 
country of palms, of the branches of which the Ge- 
recdo is made. 


old 
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old fond of horfemanfhip, and have 
been fo from the days of Cyrus till 
now, who had great contempt, Xeno- 
phon tells us, fora man that he faw 
on foot, whom the day before he had 
prefented with a horfe ma 

On the Perfian’s arrival in this 
country he was alarmed at the delay 
which unavoidably took place in his 
prefentation at Court, for he was or- 
dered by his mafter to go thither, and 
deliver his credentials within four days, 
and it was nearly fourteen before he 
went, upon which he exprefied ftrong 
apprehenfions of his fharing the fate of 

* The ancient Perfians valued themfelves on 
riding, fhooting, and fpeaking the truth. Morier 


tells us they flill excell in Iran in riding, and fhoot- 
ing with a long bow. 


his 
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his brothers at his return, who for, a 
much flighter. offence had been decapi~ 
tated. Means, however, were found 
to quict. him ; but when in his way to 
St. James's he was huzzaed, and heard 
the lion’s rear in the vocal majefty of 
the people, he was overcome with 
fear, and miftook the voice of greeting 
for the found of a tumult, of which 
he was to be the vidim. It appears 
alfo from the tears he fhed at the ope- 
ta, on feeing Tremazzani torn from his 
children ‘in Sidagero, that he was ten- 
der hearted ; and again tears began to 
flow, when he enjoyed the fine and 
pleafing fight of eight thoufand chil- 
dren under the dome of St. Paul's, 
hymning their Maker. The ambaffa- 
dor fhewed a great fondnefs for chil- 

dren, 
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dren, by walking and talking with 
them in Portland Place, and Portman 
Square, where one, archer and older 
than the reft, on his fhewing figns of 
difguft and grimace at the ladies ad- 
vanced in life, cried, ‘‘ Ah, Sir, but 


and fhe is not 








you hke Lady 
young.” 

The firt woman the Ambaffador 
beheld on his arrival in London was 
Mr. Morier’s mother, who came to 
fee her fon as foon as fhe knew where 
he was, upon which Mr. Morier apo- 
logized to his Excellency for fuffering 
any woman to come into his Excellen- 
cy’s houfe without his permiffion, but 
it is, he faid, my mother; upon which 
the Ambaffador replied, with much 
feeling and affection, in Perfian, “‘ Thy - 

mother 
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mother is my mother; legher come.” 
The next female he faw to converfe 
with was an acquaintance at Shiraz, 
who had lodged in the fame ftreet with 
him, a Perfian lady married to an En- 
glith officer in India. She was living 
at Kenfington, when his I:xcellency 
was told there was a countrywoman 
of his not far from him, upon which 
he faid, ‘‘ Where, where? I mutt fee 
her.” There is fomething very fingu- 
lar in this rencontre, that the fecond 
female he met in London fhould be 
one he had been acquainted with, in 
the fame ftreet where he had lived in 
Shiraz, at a diftance fo great of la- 
titude, and Jongitude from the fe- 
cond place of interview. He uted 
to fay of the Englith females, they 


were 


( 30 ) 

were all Women, that he faw nd 
Miffes, nod young Ladies. He was 
very gallant in his anfwers to queftions 
put to him by ladies. Mifs ———— 
afked him if he had been at St. Paul’s. 
“St, Paul’s—that’s 4 church, faid he, 
I fhould like to po there with you.” 
This lady was a great favourite, and 
fhe had fomething oriental in the 
contour of her face. With Lady 

who touched his beard, he 
was not pleafed ; and when an excufe 
was made for her he faid, “‘ I pity her 
Lord.” 

One of his reafons, perhaps, for 
difliking the Greek was, that he had 
no beard, “‘ Intonfi tonfos odere."’ He 
was remarkably attentive to his com- 
pany at his own houfe, where a very 

nu- 
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fitimeérous and princely aifémbiy Was 
collected, and the heat being very 
great, he broke the windows with a 
lady's fan, who complained of it. He 
is faid to have admired Mrs. 
moaft of all the Englith ladies. This is 
rather fortunate, as Alee Bey, the E- 
pyptian, faid, a French lady, Madamé 
de Boyne, née Dillon, was ‘‘la plus jolie 
enfant del’ Angleterre.” The Ambaflador 
eonfidered himfelf as having the exe- 
ecutive power over all his people, and 
ordered one of them to be beheaded 
for fome grofs offence he had commité- 
ted. But he was foon told, that st 
would not be permitted in this coun- 
try. It is not, however, the firft in- 
ftance of fuch an occugrence. Sully, 
in England, tried a man on his own 
au- 


{ey 


7 Wiktender,,.and cumdétaned” 
him vachaiaaahe ut Panteleon, -bre- 
thes tqthe Portuguese Ambaflador-was 
anged for kilhag aman... . te 

The Ambaflador was a great ‘ade 
mirer of that domeftic happinefs .of 
which he faw.many examples in this 
country, but could not contain his fer 
prize at the conflagcy of ,the great in 
their attachment and fidelity.to their 
wives, when thcy were no longer 
handfome. Could he have, read our 
poets, he would have moit readily af; 
fgnted to the lawlefs didtum of the 
“vtigh Prieft of all the Nine,” 





a That one to one was curfedly 
confined” 


When 


{ ‘J 

When. he was: introduced, a 
Queen, he prefented her Majef y with 
whatfoever was mef curidus and cofily 
in his own country, in drugs, thawls, 
and carpets ; for which the King and 
Qyeen made him fuitable prefents when 
he came to take his laft leaye. His 
Racellency was fuperbly entertained 
by His Royal Highnefs, the Prince 
ef Wales, with whofe princely man- 
neva he was much captivated. . Has 
Royal Highnefs feeing his illuftrious 
guett admire.a curious clock, of in- 
geniqus and fingular ¢onftrudtien, 
at Carleton Houfe; he ordered it te. he 
(ent to Mansfield Street, that the Am- 
baflador might find it om his table at 
neturn to his gw heute. The Am- 

) eepectea no fuck, extra- 
Of- 














yes prentee a e of: witdiels ‘the 
Kdnwé of PérGia make -prefehts. He 
‘drenk wine at table with the Pritict, 
‘becnufe his wafter had given him fit 
‘taldion te eohform to the <ufteins df 
the -Engith upon great: occafions?: Tie 
Opera was a fourtt of pent delight to 
the PetGian,: and he appedred very o& 
‘ten in kis bow; he admired the 4’ pidiht 
of Anpiclini, aad the Girdapird, or Pt- 
rouette of Veftris: ‘On déving the 
‘Brock im Drs, Plrorsins Hope's bast tie 
giked, What right bes the Greek: flave 
te doe. dak that owt: 1 oP ig hae 44 fil 
> Aled Gredee: bat ofl 

wruclhs. ' the fen of a intcrclaase ie 





















 ABetinftin rode every Gay in Vi 
ris aiid ot: Sundays walked in’Kien- 
gitdh Gardens. ‘Low Suntfay, the 
oi ms of Aprit; was a rentarkably~ het 
diy anit 20 hé walked very fait, alid 
titked*ticedantly, it was to dafy miaté 
tie twkeep pace with bim; he com.’ 

ed, froweVer, of the hext; ‘and 
faidl;* that it Was thuch hotter than ‘at 
Siri in thé fare “feafon, or Ktrudt 
Mihi, “bétween' ‘Babylonia, Media; and 





Peerode tus , Sue Was “ee? 
pine hgbaienat “butt ia wah ow, 
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Babylon in winter. At Ecbatana they 
enjoyed the breeze during the hot 
weather, but i¢ would have been too 
eold in the winter, if we believe Della 
Valle, who fays the ink froze where 
he was fitting, at Hamadan. The 
word in Ezra, ch. vi. ver. 2. is Ach- 
metha, where the roll or decree of 
Cyrus was found, for the building of 
the Houfe of God at Jerufalem, after 
the return from Captivity. Achmetha 
has been formed from Khem, a fum- 
mer-houfe in Perfian, and hemt, heat, 
by prefixing an Aleph, and adding tha, 
the Chaldee termination. Of Ach- 
metha the Greeks made Ecbatana, and 
of the Syrian Ahmathan comes Hama- 


dan. 


The 
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The provinces of Perfia are full of 
curious remains of high antiquity, wit- 
nets the late difcovery of the defeat of 
Valerian by Sapores (Shahpour), in 
fine fculpture, in a cave near the coatt. 
See Morier. There ts a coin of Ar- 
defhir, which, on the reverfe, has the 
name of Sapor, or Shapour, in affafion, 
fays Monfieur de Sacy, to the parti- 
tion of the empire, between Ardethir, 
or Artaxerxcs, and his fon Shapour. 
See Memoircs fur diverf. Antiquités de 
la Perfe, p. 195. 

In converfation Abulhaffan wus in- 
ftructive, and fingular in his anfwers, 
and, on certain occafions, galfant. He 
told the minifter, who feared that he 
had not feen the fun fince his arrival, 
that he begged pardon, for he had 

D 3 now 
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now the fun of the country before 
him. When he was afked if there 
were any poets in Perfia of equal re- 
nown with Jami, Sadi, Hafiz, Senai, 
or Shah Caffem Anver; certainly, he 
faid; then why don’t we hear of 
them? why don't their works reach 
us? where are they, and who are 
they? To all this he anfwered, that 
it was time enough to talk of them 
when they were dead. ‘This was a 
good deal in the ftyle of Francis the 
Firft, who faid, Poets were to be fed, 
and not fattened, nor praifed too much 
in their life-time ; and chimes in with 


the acute remark of Horace, 





extinctus amabitur idem; 


and the affertion of Young, 
Fame’s 


( 39 ) 
Fame’s a reverfion of which men 
take place ; 
O late reverfion! at their own de- 


ceafe. 


Some lady afked him, on a very 
cold day, if he were a worfhipper of 
fire: in your country, faid he. Ano- 
ther withed to know if he believed in 
talifmans; he faid the ladies were the 
only talifmans he knew. 

He learned to {peak and write Fin- 
glifh upon all common topics before 
he left this country ; and fhewed great 
difpofitions for attaining ta a more 
perfect knowledge. 

Of his progrefs in compofition he 
has given us a {pecimen, in a letter 
which he publifhed in the Morning 

Da Pott, 
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Poft, of the 29th of May, 1810. Many 
people have donbted if it were his; 
bat this has been cleared up by his 
owning it. Many of thofe that vifit- 
ed him, who had been in the habit of 
{peaking Perfian in India, were at a 
lofs to underftand him at the firft in- 
terview, on account of his rapidity of 
utterance, and fingularity of accent; 
which was probably provincial, and 
found in all languages that have dia- 
ledts. 

Before Abulhaflan came to this 
country, the Moniteur told us, that 
he was not of an old family; forget- 
ting, that in a revolutionized country 
the governors are all nov homines ; 
and the objection might be retorted in 
the words of the Satiriit, 


éé De 
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** De te fabula narretur.”’ 


Ora proverb of their own flung at 
their heads, which fays, “‘ Dans le 
pays des aveugles les rois font bornes,” 

Abulhaflan is faid never to have 
laughed, either becanfe it was not no- 
ble, or becaufe he had loft his fore 
tooth, dendant hhendee, or laughing 


tooth. 
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LETTER 


FROM THE PERSIAN ENVOY 


MIRZA ABULHASSAN, 


TO THE LORD OR GENTLEMAN, WITH. 
OUT NAME, WHO LATELY WRITE LET. 
TER TO HIM, AND ASK VERY MUCH 
TO GIVE ANSWER. 


Sir, My Lorp, 
WHEN you write ta 


mc, fome time ago, to give my thought 
of what I fee good and bad this coun- 
try, that time I not fpeak Englifh very 
well—now I read I write much little 
better—now I give to you my think. 
In this country bad not too much, 

eyery 
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every thing very good—but fuppofe I 
not tell fomething little bad, then you 
fay I tell all flattery ; therefore I tell 
molt bad thing. JI not like fuch 
crowd in cyening party every night. 
In cold weather pot very good, now 
hot weather much too bad.  I- very 
much attonifh every day, now much 
hot than before, evening parties much 
crowd than betore. Pretty, beautiful 
ladies come {weat, that not very good 
—I always afraid tome old Jady in great 
crowd come dead; that not very good, 
and fpoil my happineis. I think old 
ladies, atter eighty-five years, not come 
to evening parties—that much better. 
Why for take fo much trouble ? Some 
other thing little bad. Very beaut:- 
ful young lady, fhe got ugly iellow 


for 
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hufband; that not very" good, very 
fhocking. I afk Sir Gore why for 
this; he fays mc, perhaps he very good 
man, not handfome no matter; per- 
haps he got too much moncy, perhaps 
be got title. I fuy I not lke that, 
all very fhocking. This allt bad I 
know; now | fay good.  Englith 
people all very good people, all very 
happy, do what they lke, fay what 
they like, write in newfpapers what 
they Irke. fF love Englifh very much, 
they very good, very civil to me. I 
tell my king Enghth love Perfian very 
much,  Englfh king beft man in 
world. He love his people very good 
much. He fpeak very kind to me, I 
love him very much. Queen very beft 
woman [ ever faw; Prince of Wales 

fuch: 
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fuch a fine, elegant, beautiful man. J] 
not underftand Enelith enough proper 
to praife him; he is too great for my 
language; I refpect him the fame as 
my own king. I love him much bet- 
ter. His manner all the fame as ta- 
lifman and charm. All the princes 
very fine men, very handiome, very 
tweet words, very affable. TJ like all 
too much. I think the fdadies and 
gentiemen this country mofi ligh rank, 
high honour, very rich, (except two or 
three,) mott good, very kind to infe- 
rior peoples; this very good. I go 
fee Chelfea—all old men fit on grafs, 
in thade of fine tree—fine river run by 
beautiful place, guod coat, plenty 
to eat, every thing very good. Sir 
Gore he tell me King Charles and 


hing 
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afk why for, they fay me, that Gen- 


tlemen on boxes they drive their own 
carriage, I fay why for take fo much 
trouble, They fay me he drive very 
well, that very good thing. It rain 
very hard, fome Gentleman, fome Lord 
he get very wet. fay why he not go 
infide. They tell me good coachman 
not mind, get wet every day, will be 
niuch afhamed if go infide, that I not 


underftand. 
Sir, my good Lord, good night, 


9, Mansfield Street, 
May 19, 1810. 


ARULHASSAN. 
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THE PREAMBLE. 


A GENTLEMAN’, in converfation 
with a man of wit’, afked* him 
which was beft, to be merry or fad. 
The wit replied“, What a filly fool” 
you muft be not to have read ° of the 
Greek Philofopher, who faid, “‘ Every 
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afk why for, they fay me, that Gen- 
tlemen on boxes they drive their own 
carriage, I fay why for take fo much 
trouble, They fay me he drive very 
well, that very pood thing. It rain 
very hard, fome Gentleman, fome Lord 
he get very wet. ‘I fay why he not go 
infide. ‘They tell me good coachman 
not mind, get wet every day, will be 
much afhamed if go infide, that I not 


underftand. 
Sir, my good Lord, good night, 


Q, Mansfield Street, 


ABULHASSAN. 
May 19, 1810. ' 
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THE PREAMBLE. 


A. Gentieman', in converfation 
with a man of wit’, afked*® him 
which was beft, to be merry or fad. 
The wit replied*, What a filly fool” 
you muft be not to have read ° of the 


Greek Philofopher, who faid, “‘ Every 
E foul 
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foul that goes about the world laugh- 
ing ’ prolongs ® his life, but he that is 
always crying dies? before his time.” 
NOTES. 
Las? 
> Sb) eke a lord of wit. 
* Ae 
“9 we 


ete) AS 5 (fall LB ot 
Arabic. O of little fenfe and much 





folly. 
erica 
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Notes are a quotation from the Guli- 
ftan of Sadi. The merry Greek Phi- 
Jofopher was Democritus, and the cry- 


ing 
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ing one ‘Heraclitus. Of the former 
Juvenal fays, 


Si foret in terris rideret Democritus: 


and Horace, 


Perpetuo rifti pelmonem agitare i+ 


lebat. 


Timon in Diogenes Laertius admires 
the double meanings of the laughing 
Sage, ciuPivooy Aeéyyny, more than the 
whimperings of the Ephefian Philo- 
fopher. 


THE UNREASONABLE 
COMMAND. 


Tue Sultan's fon was dying when 
the Phyfician came to him. ‘The Sul- 
tan faid to the Phyfician, Heal ’ my 
fon, or flay thyfelf. The Phyfician 
felt the patient’s pulfe, and faid, The 
Prince, Sir, has breathed his laft ; and 
J] am not the Lord Elihu . that I can 
put new life into him; nor the Lord 


Jefus ei that I can raife * the dead. 
NOTES, 


‘o's N99? Le bt gle 
‘To 
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To cure, or kill himfelf. J/aj is Ara- 
bic, bee z/aj, incurable. 

? Muhter Elihu. See. Kings, ch. 
xvil, in the Hebrew and Arabic ver- 
fion, where Elijah is Ehhu, and the 
fixth chapter of the Koran. Abtfolute 
monarchs fometimes do their fubjects 
the favour ta permit them to be their 
own executioners. Kien Lung ordered 
his general and firft minifter, for hav- 
ing failed in extirpating the Miao-tfe, 
to kill himfelf. See Kien Lung’s Pocm, 
p. 28. 8vo 1810. 

: ow’ yy Muhter Ffa. 
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4p 
THE MONK WITH A RED BEARD. 


Tre Dervife * Jamee was fitting in 
a corner, When fecing a pretty wo- 
man” go tripping * by, he approached 
her foftly, and wiuitpercd, Your cheek 
is like a tulip; you are no mortal *. 
The woman anfwered, Though my 
cheek were the check of an angel ’, it 
would not be equal to the fiery devo- 
tion of your beard sf 


NOTES. 


' Sy Maulavec, Arabic. 
: co) %,? ye y beautiful to behold. 
INS Dies 2 Gye es 
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‘ (As, bejuldee, with a quick 
pace. Arabic. 
* sete ob a! was not created. 


O dea certe! Virgil. 
pwd (§, Fairy cheek. 
. wy Praife God beard. Kunué 
piety. Arabic. 


eS ae ee 
THE SENTENCE OF THE CADI. 


A Beautiful woman came with her 
hufband ' before the Cadi, and faid, I 
am young, and young as I am iftill my 
huifband does not love me*. The huf- 
band fays, O Cadi, my wife does not 

E 4 tell 
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tell the truth®. The wife replies, 
What I fay is true: he has conftantly 
been in the habit of contradiéting * me 
fince our marriage, but from the time” 
that he borrowed my jewels whatever 
I fay or do is right ; but I well know 
this is not the cafe, and that it is he 
that does not {peak the truth - Upon 
this, the Judge, in order to fettle the 
difpute, and remove all occafion of 
quarrel ° in the future, ordered the 


bufband to return? 


the jewels, and 
contradict his wife as he had ever been 


ufed to do. 


NOTES. 


J e : 
ye? ae 
: J'5% oa gy” is not inclined or 


attached to me; from or lye 


a8 
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$ ds she yb) tells a lie. 


4 . 
NMunake 

5 x : 
Asx: atter. Arabic. 


"5° sahhat truth. Arabic. 


(n. 


4 
7 


it contradiction. Arabic, 


ez 
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Pat refa removal, Arabic. 
° yao litigation. Ar. 
9 e 
Ay wie * 


THE CUTTER CUT. 


Hasam', a man of difiindlion, pof- 
felled an clegant wife, young hand- 
fome, and of ftriking beauty * but a 
volunteer * in depravity, and a rake 
at heart. Hfer fame ran through the 
whole city, and all the men were in 


love 
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love “with her. Hajam devifed no bad 
reitiedy ° for this evil, by retiring for 
atime, and removing his confort from 
‘her numerous followers. He then re- 
turned, and inftructed her to mark all 
that fhould approach her with a fharp 
inftrument®, which the accordingly 
did, and the young men finding them- 
fclves thus ftigmatized, united in a com- 
pany of three and four, and furrounded 
her in public, and returned the mark 
fhe had given them, and fled in diffe- 
rent directions. This difgrace was foon 
noifed abroad, and Hajam and his lady 
were obliged to convey themfelves 
away from the rage of the inhabi- 
tants. 


WOTES. 
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NOTES. 


; pif faheb zunce jemal datht. 
_— Ar. 
oy wel 1 aaa 
et FI ) Ar. 
4 Afhuk mefhudend. Afhuk. Ar. 
* Aajiz nefhudé, not weak. Aajiz. 
Arabic. 


° roms we | Arabic, 


This ftory has fome refemblance to 
the levelling Cobler of Meffina, who, 
actuated by the fpirit of Tarquin, cut 
off the grandees of his city, as thé 
proud tyrant did the heads of the tall 
poppies of his garden. In the Oxford 
Magazine for 1768, No. I. p. 26. it is 
faid the cobler ufed a Liunderbufs, but 

the 
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tradition is, that he gave his fatal ftabs 
with one of his own cutting inftru- 
ments. 


oe ¢ 
Cr: 


THE FISHERMAN AND THE 
CAVALIER. 


Ir is faid', that whilft a fither- 
man ~ was at the fea fide following his 
occupation, a man on horfeback * came 
up to him, and entered familiarly into 
converfation, afking a varicty of quef- 
tions. What are you all alone here? 
have you no companions? Tell me; I 
wifh to know. The fifherman faid, 
There are three or four of us. Then 

the 
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the cavalier wanted to be informed 
how much fifh he caught in a day.— 
Why, replied the fitherman, fixty or 
feventy, and, with a Godfend, a hun- 
dred. And pray to whom does the fea 
belong *? Why to the bay, tu be fure, 
faid the filherman. At that moment 
another horfeman came up and faluted° 
them. ‘The cavalier that arrived _firft 
returns the compliment, and fays, I 
am catching fifh. O what a: fool you 
are, faid the new comer.—There are 
three or four of us.—Land lubbers °! 
faid the fecond cavalier.—We have 
caught feventy or cighty.—Bears in 
fifhing nets, you mean! — The firtt 
could not ftand this raillery, and rode 
off, whilft the fifherman called after 
him, To the bay’, what a foot! 


; NOTES. 
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NOTES. 


| by)! They relate. 

* Mahee geer, a fith-catcher. 

* Suwar. 

* Purfeed keh aub dureea ta kuja’ft. 

°Affelam aleekum. Arabic. 

© Aubi fuwaran, water horfemen, 
or bubbles. 


ome) 


oe 


THE ELEPHANT MAGICIAN. 


GHEREEZEE fays, that once, in pafi- 
ing through a wild wildernefs, I faw 
a fingle elephant with a howdah’ upon 
him. I was frightened, and climbed 


uP 
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up into a tree, and the elephant came 
and fat under the very tree where il 
was, and, having let dawn his load, 
fet off to feed”. Soon after a woman 
came out of the howdah, who appeared 
to me to be in want of affiftance; iI 
accerdingly came down from the tree 
to canverfe with her, and Jaughed and 
joked upon her being alone, and un- 
protected in fuch a place. When fhe 
told me, that the elephant I had feen 
was no elephant, but a magician * un- 
der that form, and her huiband; and 
that fometimes he took the fhape of a 
Juk or bird, and fometimes of a fer- 
pent, when he turned land into fea, 
and made the fea dry land, levelled 
the trees of the wood, and planted the 
ocean with thick forefts*. Whilft I 


was 
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loft in wonder’ and amazement, iti 
liftening to this tale of terror, the ele- 
phant fuddenly re-appeared, and taking 
me up with his trunk , put me on the 
tree from which I had defcended, and 
his wife in the howdah, and the how- 
dah on his back, and trotted off, leav- 
ing me to meditate on my good for- 
tune in efcaping without a fcratch ’. 


NOTES. 


' Ymaree. Arabic. Camel or ele< 
phant litter. 

* Chereedun, to paftare, crop her- 
bage. 

3 Saher, enchanter. Arabic. 

* Beethé. 

° Heeran mandum, remained afto- 
nifhed. Heeran, Ar. 

° Khur- 
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© Khurtuma feel, trunk of an ele- 
phant: 
? Jawr koochuktureen, the leaft in- 
jury. Jawr. Ar. 


THE CHOICE. 


A RIic# man went one day into a 
market, where there were a hundred 
females for fale. What multitudes of 
women are here, he faid ; how rich in 
colour * are their fingers! what is the 
price * of this? pointing to a particu- 
lar one, whofe figure pleafed him. 
The mertchant fays, One hundred di- 
tiars °, Then fhe is mine, he cried, and 

F threw 
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a handkerchief * to her, faying, Your 
lot ° is that of one in a hundred. 


NOTES. 


* Gul kun angufht kerdend. 
‘f Rofy-finger’d morn,” in Milton, is 
from Homer. The Afiatie women 
flain the tips of their fingers and nails 
with the pulverized leaves of a fpecies 
of Lawfonia or Egyptian privet. 

* Alwujud een cheeft? What is this? 
Alwujud, the perfon. Arabic. 

* Dinar, ducat. 

* Azar khood beduft dad, Put a veil 
or handkerchief into her hand. This is 
a proof of the cuftom of throwing the 
handkerchief, if not by the Grand Sig- 
nior, at Jeaft by fome of the inhabi- 
tants of the aft. 


> Faul 
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° Faal fhuma yek ez fad aft. 


THE WITTY BEGGAR, 


An importunate beggar’ came to 
the gate of a rich lady” by the way- 
fide *, to beg. The anfwer was, that 
the lady was not at home. The beggar * 
fays, I afked for bread’, and not for 
the Lady. 


NOTES. 


* Shehhes or Shehhaz. Ar. 
* Shekhfee, certain rich perfon. Ar. 
Ghenee, rich. Ar. 
* Tereek. Ar. 
F 2 * Saecel. 
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* Saeecl. Ar. 
° Men parché nan fual nemoodem, 
wa nemee khuahem beebee. 


4 


1,5 


THE CURE OF AN OBSTINATE 
DAUGHTER. 


A urrrie girl who was contracted * 
to a tall man, on the night of her in- 
tended nuptials” began to cry, and re- 
fufed to be marred, faying, fhe was 
too impatient to be under the control 
of a hufband. This made a ftop” in 
the pageant, when the mother feized 
the daughter and pouring cold water 
on her hand *, in an inftant made her 


pa- 
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patient ° and fubmiffive. The bride 
and bridegroom paffed on in procef- 
fion, and the wedding was folemnized. 
Deftinies °, faid the daughter are diffe- 
rent, and conditions vary. The fin of 
impatience, they fay 7 is wathed away 
by water, or burnt out by fire; to me 
the former mode is the pleafanteft, and 
[ rejoice that I am born under the for- 


tunate far of Aquarius se 


NOTES, 


' Befhuher dadend, to a hufband 
they give, for was given; like the Ori- 
entalifm in Luke, chap. xvi. ver. 9. 
deZwy]as Uma, they may receive you, for 
you may be received. 

* Urus, nuptials. Ar. 


° Kerar, a paufe. Ar. 
F 3 * Mufht. 
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“Mufht. Mutht zen, a fit ftriker, 
or boxer. 
> Tehemmul. Ar. 
© Kederee, a deftiny. Ar. 


4 — — — Aliis fub gurgite vafto 


Infe&tum eluitur fcelus, aut ex- 
Titur igni. Virg. Ain. vi. 741, 


The dodtrine of Plato in his Gorgias. 
8 1 f o>. 2 
(s OR f" ) uw poe’) 


4 r | 
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THE PRESCRIPTION, 


A certain man went to’ a phyfi- 
cian, and faid, The pain in my fto- 


mach is fo violent” that I cannot bear 


it ; 


( 71 ) 


it?; prefcribe me a remedy. The 
phyfician afks, What have you been 
eating to-day? The anfwer was, A 
great deal of burnt bread. The phyfi- 
cian fays, Get an eye-falve, which is a 
fovereign remedy for any defect * in 
that organ. ‘The man replied, Eyc- 
falve is no cure for a pain in the fto- 
mach ; what has the eye to do with 
the cholic, doctor®? The doctor an- 
{wers, If your eye had feen diftinélly, 
you would never have eaten fo much 
burnt bread. 


NOTES. 


‘ Nezd, near unto. 
* Beghayet, exceedingly. 


: é ° \b. I am powerlefs; a verb 
Fa formed 


( 77 } 
formed from Ww Jb t without power, 


Kefhem, a defect. Ar. 
> Mereez, fick, infirm. Ar. 


° Hukeem, a phyfician. Ar. 


BAGHDAD REPROVED. 


A Wace was feen to bring af afs 
to a place in Baghdad to be worthip- 
ped. ‘The people afk what place . of 
worthip ” is this? The wit replies, If 
I had brought a horfe inftead of an afs, 
I alfo might have had a temple erected 
in Bagdad°, where divine honours 
would have been paid me. 


' Mehell., 


(73 ) 
NOTES. 


* Mehell. Arabic. 

* Sejdet. Arabic. 

* Diz. In Baghdad, probably, di- 
vine honours were paid to famous 
horfes, in buildings fet apart for their 
worfhip. The feftival in honour of a 
horfe was held within an enclofure of 
walls, and thoufands were invited to 
affemble at funrife, where the tribe of 
Zafhalah held up, under a canopy of 
celeftial figns, the faddle, with the 
name of the family, and owncr of the 
horfe. See the Pedigrce of a Horfe, in 
“ Oriental Fragments,” p, 30. London 
1809. and the prayer ufed on the oc- 


gafion. 


SADI 
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8) b 
SADI AT TEBRIS, 


Suetku Sadi being by accident * in 
a bath? at Tebris, and in converfation 
with the men of the place, they afked 
him, Whence do you come? The 
fheikh anfwered, From the pure foil of 
Shiraz. In what corner” of our city 
of Shirazean, fay thefe friends, are the 
greater dogs* lodged? In the fame 
corner where the leffer dogs are at Te- 
brizean °. 


NOTES, 


NOTES. 


" Ittifak, chance. Arab. 

* Hummam. Ar. There are twelve 
public baths at ‘Tecbris ; the Hummam 
Khan, with a doom, which is the largett, 
has ftood the fhock of the carthquake. 
See Moricr’s Travels, p. 278, 279. 

33 As 

* Sug. Dogs were houfed in cities 
of the Eaft at their matter’s doors. See 
Olivier’s Travels, 6 vols. o@avo, in 
French. Moricr tells us, that the Per- 
fians faid of the Ruffians, They fear 
like dogs ; we have every thing better 
than they : they will never come again. 
P2770, 

° At Tebris was a copper coinage of 
felufes and kafbckis. Obverfe, a rifing 


jun, 
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fun, behind a lion, on the reverfe 


Un. or 
And alfo at Khodabend and Ifpahan, 
which coins are well known, thofe of 
Derbent and Cafciani, Alder fays, he 
never faw. Mufeum Borgianum, p. 
170, Rome 1782, where fee an engrav- 
ing of a felus, or obolus of Tebris. 


ANTICIPATION. 


A Master fent a fervant to market 
to buy figs, grapes, pomegranates, and 
dates, with orders to come back im- 
mediately. The fervant fets out, and 

proceeds 
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proceeds very leifurely: the maftcr 
waits with impatience and anxiety’, 
till he fhall bring the figs and grapes ; 
and when he was returned, began to 
beat 7 and abufe him: faying, What a 
time is it fince I {ent thee, thou vaga- 
bond ; thou fhould’ft have done the bu- 
finefs long ago, and been here again 
before this time; and now your matter 
is fick, and wants you for fomething 
elfe. Go this minute for a_ phyfician. 
The boy went, and brought a phyfi- 
cian, and other perfons with him, 
The matter afks, Who are all thefe? 
What are they brought for? The boy 
anfwers, When you beat me _ to-day, 
you faid, Do all I tell you, and think 
on what I want, and for what I fend 


you. And now I have brought the 
phy- 


( 78 ) 


phyfician to cure you, and a mufician?, 
that, in cafe you recover your health’, 
you may have fonte one to fing’, and 
play to you; [ have brought alfo a 
performer of funerals, in cafe you die, 
and one to wafh you °, and lay you 
out, and a mourner to weep “ over 
you, whilft another is embalming” you. 
I have brought alfo the public crier? 
to pray °° over your bier, the fexton 
to dig your grave, and a poet to fing 
your happy '' end” at the head of 
your monument; and a cake — and a 
{weet canc be ferved up in a fair place 


to thofe who fhall attend your funeral. 


NOTES. 
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NOTES. 


" Intyzar. Arabic. 

* Lett azeem kerd, wa dufhnam 
bifeear dadeh. Lett azeem, blow great. 
Arabic. 

° Mutribee. Arabic. 

* Sehhet £° Ar. 

> Neghmet faz. Ar. Perf. 

° Ghefal, Ar. 

7 Nawib, Arabic. 

. Teghreet, Arabic. 

Muezzin, Arabic. 

'? Selat, Arabic. 

** Khetm end, Arabic. 

‘* Kuran, happy. Arabic. 

? Helwa, a honey-cake, Arabic. 


4 Pez, fwect cane, Perfian. 


{ so } 
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THE DREAM. 


Haroun Arrafheed’ dreamed that 
his teeth chattcred and fell out of his 
mouth, and called to his interpreter ” 
to explain what it foreboded. The 
interpreter fuid, Long may the Com- 
mander of the faithful and his defcend- 
ants” live! A greater than thou has 
ecied, and after thee no commander of 
the faithful fhall remain. Upon which 
Waroun ordered him a hundred ftrokes 
upon the foles of his feet, for his great 
folly in fuppofing that the Commander 
of the faithful fhould ever die, and 

{peak- 
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fpeaking, fays he, fuch a word in my 
prefence ; for, when the vallies * thall 
be no more, then fhail there be an end 
of me. What could he get by fuch a 
fpeech! He then ordered another in- 
terpreter to be called, to whom he re- 
lated his dream, and required an ex- 
planation of it. The frefhnefs of the 
vallies faid the prophet, are a proof 
that the life of the Commander of the 
faithful fhall flourifh like them, and 
{weet and unimbittered fhall it be. 
The Commander of the faithful then 
ordered him a prefent° of a hundred 
dinars, becaufe, although the meaning 
of the interpreters might be one and 
the fame, yet it was very differently 
exprefied 


G NOTES. 
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NOTES. 


1 Haroun Arrafheed, the fifth kha- 
lif of the houfe of Al Abbas. A. H. 
170, A. D. 786. 

* Muabber, interpreter of dreams. 
Arabic. 

3 Akarib. Ar. 

* Ukur. A. 

°Inaam. A. 


° Tefawut. A. 


THE MISTAKE. 


A Basytontan, in fearch of a 
ftrayed afs in a caravan, took another 
man’s, and loaded him. The mafter of 
the afs coming up, and feeing his beaft 
loaded, feized him by the neck, and 
began ‘ to cry out *, and make a dif- 
turbance. The people afk the Baby- 
lonian, Is your afs male or female? 
Male, he fays. But this is not male. 
Then fays the Babylonian, My afs is 
male, and no male; but I know him 
to be mine by the folds in his neck’. 
Oh! fay they, every afs has not folds 

G 2 in 
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in his neck. True, fays the man of 
Yrak, neither have you; but Ill have 
my afs again in fpite of your jokes. 
Upon which he unloaded the beaft, 
and led him away. 


NOTES. 


* Aghaz, a beginning. Ar. 

* Ghawga, acry. Ar. and Perf. 

: OE ra (’ The folds in the neck 
were fometimes in the Magnefian affes, 
as many as nine. Callimachus tells us, 
he had one with nine— 


> v ’ 
“© EVYEAMUKAS OVOE,” 


to which the tranflator has added one, 
cum decem plicis. Fragments by Er- 
nefti, 1761.—Fr. clxxx. 


Nad 
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THE. RETORT PRINCELY. 


A VizzEr’* faid one day to the 
Khalif”, when the commander of the 
faithful was in a good humour, The 
Khaliphat is departing from you, and 
a prince ° with the head of a bear, and 
a hog, fhall reign* in your ftead. The 
Khalif replied, For the prefent, how- 
ever, I have an afs for a minifter, who 
dares not fay nay ° to my orders. 


G 3 NOTES. 
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NOTES. 


* Vizeer. Arabic. 

* Khalif. Ar. A title adopted by 
Abubeker, fucceflor of Mohamnied, 
to which was added Emir, ul Mou- 
menin, by Khalif Omar, who fucceed- 
ed Abubeker, A. H. 632. Their em- 
pire, or the empire of the Khalifs af 
different families remained from 622 
to 1538, when the laft of the houfe of 
Abbas was taken and put to death by 
Selim Emperor of the Turks, 

° Hakeem. Ar. 

* Bublul. Ar. 

° Mabath, my yévorro, forbid it. 


N. B. Hog is Khug, with the gut- 
tural foftened, as in Humus, ground, 
from 
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from xumoc, Greek. A boar was the 
creft of the York family. 


The cat, the rat, and Lovel the dog, 


Rule all England under a hog. 
Verfes on Richard ITI. 


a ( o 
THE CRUEL HUSBAND. 


A Woman, neither handfome,: nor 
of {weet temper, being ill, fays to her 
hufband, If 1 die you cannot wifh to 
live, or defire to ftay without me. 
The hufband fays, Though you fhould 
not die, yet ' thall I not with to live. 


G 4 NQTESe 
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NOTES. 


Nukté means a quaint conceit, or 
nice diftinction. 


1 Wa illa. Ar. 


1 e + 
EDUCATION OF A PRINCE. 


Six perfons, of different talents, 
wese wanted for the education’ of a 
Prince: A learned ftatefman, an ex- 
cellent fecretary and penman”, a mel- 
lifluous poet, an aftrologer” of pure 
faith *, a facetious companion” of ge- 
neral knowledge, and a fkilful phyfi- 
clan. 

NOTES. 
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NOTES. 


* Terbeet. Ar. 

* Dibeer raft kulum. 
Munejjeem. Ar. 
. ylaxe! Ar. 


> Nedeem. 


° eek 


oP 
AN EXTRAORDINARY EVENT. 


One day David, a prophet, Peace 
be with him, was fitting in a monaf- 
tery”, when Azraeel”’, the Angel of 
Death, to whom be peace, came and 


appeared unto David ; and as foon as 
David 


( go ) 

David faw him, O my brother * he 
faid, for what art thou come? and the 
Angel faid, For thy foul, and quickly”. 
David fays, Thou didft promife that I 
fhould hear from thee before my death. 
The Angel adds, I have it from the 
Prophets ° of Heaven. David atks, 
What is the meflage, and the nature of 
it, for I know it not. Then faid the 
Angel, You fhall grow old, which is 
the firft fign of death; fecondly, you 
fhall be reduced to fkin and bone, your 
cheek emaciated, your body weak’, 
your back bent, your limbs S thall be 
.white, and palfied with grief and vex- 
ation, the joints? of your neck ftiff 
with pain, your eyes dim with weep- 
ing, and your appetite *° loft and gone, 
your teeth fhall fall out, and your 

triends 
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friends die before you. When David 
heard thefe words of the heavenly ora- 
tor, he refigned his whole body and 
foul to the fentence '' of divine ordi- 
nation, and died *”. 


NOTES. 


* Wakooa, Ar. 
: Sawma, Ar. 
* Azrail malak al maut. Malay Dic- 
tionary, Mar{den. 
* Akhee, Ar. 
> Kebez, Ar. 
° Refullan, Ar. 
’ Zaeef, Ar. 
® Taza, Ar. 
9 Mefafyl, Ar. 
10 Afhtiha, Ar. 
1! Dekeza, Ar. 


12 
Ja- 
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12 Jaoon, Ar. 


4 
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ADMONITION. | 
THE FIVE GEMS. | 


On the banks of the Euphrates re- 
fided * five noble perfonages, and each 
had his enemy and opponent. The 
firft perfonage was Science *, and the 
enemy of Science was Arrogance ”. 
The fecond was Liberality *, and the 
enemy of Liberality was “Avarice”. 
The third was Good Senfe a and the 
enemy of Good Senfe was Folly’. The 
fourth was Patience’, and the enemy 

of 
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of Patience was Eager Defire®. The 
fifth was Truth, and the enemy of 
Truth was Falfehood. 


NOTES. 


* Awee, Arabic. 
. Ilm, Ar. 

° Tekubber, Ar, 
* Sekhawat, Ar. 
° Mefaket, Ar. 
7 Akl, Ar. 

7 Hemaket, Ar. 
° Sebr, Ar. 


9 Ur? Ar. 


THE MAN IN THE MOON. 


Oxc duy Sheblee was ftrolling in 
the market-place at Baghdad whilft a 
girl was gazing at the Man in the 
Moon, and he favs to her, What are 
you looking at? She fays, What are 
you obferving ? He anfwers. I am half 
in love ;—and I half intoxicated. _Pray, 
fays Sheblee, what wine is this you 
have here? and for whom is all this 
meat? The girl replies, It is for puri- 
fication * by the Prieft in the Temple 
at twilight * for the ufe of the Deity. 
For the ufe of the Prieft? you mean, 

{aid 
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faid Sheblee ; wine is the food of the 
foul, or life; and God is not the foul, 
but the Author of it. 


NOTES. 


: Jy” Ar. 


: Seher, Ar. 
3 Mulla, Ar. 


» 


mre te) 
PRECEDENCE. 


Hevatee the poet, was one day fit- 
ting in company *, when Nerkis, a 
thread-bare ” {pouter, came into the 
room, and fat above him. Helalee 
afked Nerkis how he could be fo rude 

as 
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as to fit above him. Nerkis faid, You 
had fo much the air and figure of a 
decrepit old woman *, that I could not 
help taking precedence of you. Sir, 
faid Helalee, my name is Helal * the 
new moon, and I bear his”® likenefs 
on my brow; and my fervant’s name 
is Helal. And he is, of courfe, be- 
low his Mafter, fays Nerkis. And Ner- 
kis, faid Helal, or Narcifs, is the name 
of a girl, and a girl is confefledly a 
boy’s inferior. How, adds Nerkis, can 
I be called a girl, when the firft fylla- 
ble of my name is male? And you richly 
deferve the laft, fays Helal, that is, 
Kis, to be beat and pounded in a mor- 
tar, which would afford an excellent 
pafume ° to the whole company. 


Ps NOTES. 
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NOTES. 


 Mejlis. Arabic. 

* Hemed, decayed, worn out. Ar. 

* Himmet, Ar. feminine of Him. 

* Helal abru, with eyes arched like 
the new moon. 

* The moon is mafculine. See in 
Fragments of Oriental Literature, p. 
115. 1807. Motanabbi’s diftich in A- 
rabic. 

° Teman mejlis khoth wekt gefht. 
N. B. The Englith word Jeft is from 
./ in Perfian, and not from Gefti- 
culor, in Johnfon, or Gefta Romano- 
rum. The above dialogue, or punning 
match, is like one between Alexander 
Nequam, Miraculum ingenii, a canon 
of Exeter, and, it is faid, of Gloucefter, 

H and 
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and afterwards abbot of St. Maries in 
Cirencefter, in the reign of King John. 
He was born at St. Alban’s, and ap- 
plied to the abbot for admiffion to his 
The ab- 
bot anfwered, Si bonus fis, venias, fi 
nequam, nequaquam. ‘To avoid puns 
on his name he changed it to Neckam. 
In his conteft with Philip Repingdon, 
Bithop of Lincoln, who fent him a 
Latin long and fhort verfe— 





monaftery—Si vis veniam. 


Et niger et nequam, cum fis copno- 
mine Nequam, 
Nigrior effe potes, nequior effe ne- 
quis. 


To whichygNeckam anfwered, in the 
ftyle of Helalee, fyllabically : 


Phi 
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Phi nota fetoris, lippus malus om- 
nibus horis, 
Phi malus et lippus, totus malus 
ergo Philippus. 


Vid. Fabricii, Bibliothec. Greca, edit. 
ult. vol. i. p. 88. de Phi et Iv. 


Tue Devil, it is faid, came where 
Pharavh was fitting with a bunch ot 
grapes in his hand, and devouring them 
greedily. When Pharaoh faw the De- 
vil, he faid to him, Nobody can caufe 
thefe grapes to become pearls’. The 
Devil in an inttant changed the grapes 
into pearls, Upon which Pharaoh ex- 

EL 2 prefied 
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preffed great aftonifhment, and cried, 
O miraculous power! thou can’ft do 
what no man can. The Devil ftruck 
Pharaoh a blow on the throat, and 
faid, To me, as prince of all power, 
belongs the art of performing what 
others can’t do, to which you are fool 


enough to make divine pretenfions *. 


NOTES. 


1 
Murwareed. 


: (§ 9° pretenfion. 


ee ee 


A Buinp man in a dark night had 

a lamp in his hand and a pot on his 
“-oulder', when fome one afked him of 
what 
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what ufe a-lanthorn was to him, who 
could not diftinguifh light from dark- 
ne{fs. The blind man {miled, and faid, 
The ufe of a lamp is not only to him 
that holds it, but alfo for any mad” 
fellow near me, that could poffibly run 
againit me, and break my pot. 


NOTES. 


‘ Sabooee ber doofh datht. Sa- 


booee, Ar. 
* Kurdilan, Ar. Perf. 
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Mahman was one day in the houfe 
of a dervife, which was fo beautifully 
adorned with fruits and flowers, and 
fo fuJl of fweet founds from invifible 
inftruments, that he thought himfelf 
inchanted, and was cautious how he 
pronounced the name of God, or his 
Prophet, left he fhould break the charm, 
and the roof’ fall on his head. 


NOTES, 


In Sidney’s Letters there is fome- 
thing very like this told of a lady, 
who finding herfelf in a very beautiful 
place near Rome, was alarmed, left 


any 
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any of the company fhould pronounce 
the word Jefus, and diffolve the in- 
chantment. 

” Ke fekf ber fer eftad. Sekf, A. 


AS 


MazaHAREEe came ititto my gatden 
yefterday, and I gave him fome grapes, 
QO Sir, faid he, this is a real kindnefs aA 
to give me your fine grapes, of which 
you might make wine, and that gratis. 
O, faid I, you miftake, my grapes 7 are 
wine * ready made. 


NOTES, 


* Thfan, Ar. 
2 E veer. 
ngoor men fheeré aft. 
H 4 * Sheeré 
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° Sheeré. N. B. The Spanith wines 


Xeres and Seges are wines with Per- 


fian names—Segee (Av Sheeré nate” 
Xeres, Sherry, 


¢ 


Aue, 

Berzakan faid, Is there any thing 
more valuable than thefe three things, 
youth, age, and health without medi- 
cine? Yes; an intelligent mind’. By 
no means, faid Berzakan, unlefs to the 
fourth 7 you add the third, 


NOTES. 


1 Meht, Arabic. 
* Mehta jan, found mind in a found 
body; which makes Juvenal’s 
‘ Mens 
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* Mens fana in corpore fano.’ 


TIGURATIVE LANGUAGE. 


One faid to a Courtezan, *It is 
well known, that you made a voyage 
of pleafure with Sheikh Sadee of Shi- 
raz. She anfwered, Alas! in 7 that 
whirlpool a thoufand fhips go down, 
and not a plank of them is to be feen 
on the fhore. 


NOTES. 


* Maloom fhud ke ber too Sheikh 
Sadee Shirazee hem guzer kerdé and. 

Direegha der een wertet kifhtee 
furud fhud hezar, ke ncfhud tekhté ber 


kinar. 
é- 'y 
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iar, 
THE TALISMAN, 


A very beautiful woman’ of Sa- 
marcand ~ being fick 3. her hufband 
ran all over the city in feareh of a 
phyfician, of which there were many 
in the place. The hufband poffeffed a 
Talifman“, on rubbing which a Jin, 
or Demon appeared, who afked him 
what he wanted, and faid, 1 am the 
flave of that magical image you pof- 
fefs”, and you need only iffue your 
commands, and they fhall be obeyed. 
Tell me, faid the hufband, if the phy- 
fician, at whofe door I ftand, can cure 


my 
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my wife. The Jin® anfwered, Look, 
and judge for thyfelf. The hufband 
turned his head, and faw innumerable 
ghofis’ flitting ° before the door of the 
phyfician. Alarmed at fo unpromifing 
an appearance, he pafled on to a fe- 
cond, and a third medical door, with 
no better hopes of confidence. At 
length he arrived at a fourth, where 
there were only two ghofts, and they lit- 
tle children; upon which he went boldly 
into the houfe and told his wife's cafe, 
and was on the point of taking the 
phyfician home with him, when he 
heard from his own mouth that he had 
been but two days in Samarcand, and 
had had but two patients, and they 
were two {mall girls ; upon which the 
hufband returned home in defpair, 


and 


( 108 ) 


and found his wife unexpectedly ? re- 


covered. 


NOTES, 


kes we? FF Fo) 


* A city of the province Mawer’an- 
’nahr, or beyond the river (Oxus), 
taken by Jenghis Khan in 617 A. H. 
and inhabited by Tamerlane A. H. 771. 
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ORIGIN OF A TAX. 


Tue Jews of Conftantinople dif- 
puting with the Turks on the fubject 
of Paradife’, contended for the fole 
night of admiffion into the Garden of 
Eden*. And pray, faid the Turks, 
where fhall we be placed? The Jews 
did not dare fay, that the Turks were 
to be entirely excluded °, but that they 
fhould be on an eminence, without the 
walls, commanding a view of the in- 
terior *, VThis made fome noife, and 
came to the ears of the Grand Vizir, 
who faid, If we are to be without, 


Wwe 
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we fhall want tents”, and it is but 
fair and right that they fhould furnifh 
them. Since that time the Jews of 
Conftantinuople have been taxed over 
and above the cuftomary impofitions, 
to provide tents for the Grand Signior. 


NOTES. 


; Pag wJy! Abwab al Jennet, 
See The Gate of Paradife—a thin folio. 

* Jenneti Aden. 

* Mehroom, Ar. 

“ Meeana ferace. 


> Kheeam es 


ers 
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ex's 


Tt is faid, that as a Prophet * was 
travelling ~ on the road, three perfons 
im company came unexpectedly on ‘a 
treafure of two javelins” of gold; Up- 
on which the Prophet obferved, Riches 
are a fnare to the unwary, and the 
gold of this world is deftrucion* to 
all that feek it. One of the men Icit 
the other two to go to the city and 
buy provifions, and as he went, be- 
thought himfelf, that by poifoning”° 
the bread, he fhould get the whole 
treaf{ure for his fingle fhare. He ac- 
cordingly executed his defign. ‘The 
other two faid, whilft he was abfent, 

Let 
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Tet us hill him when he comes back, 
and divide the gold between us. And 
on his return they put him to death, 
and ate the poifoned bread he had 
brought, and expired. And when the 
Prophet came up with them, he found 
all the three bodies lying on the ground 
dead °, and a melancholy inftance of 


the truth of his own remark. 


NOTES. 


, SF Lyn Muhter Efa. An anec- 


dote of Our Lord current in the Eaft. 
* Beraé meeruft. 
* Khyfhti zer. 
: — helak. Ar. 
> Ké hem doora zeher dehem ta 
hem doo khyfhti mara bathed. 
° Wer f tenra merdé deed. 


LISLE 


LIST OF TALES, 


The Preamble Page 49 
The Unreafonable Command 52 
The Monk 54 
The Sentence 55 
The Cutter Cut 57 
The Elephant Magician 62 
The Choice 65 
The Witty Beggar 67 
The Cure of an Qbftinate Daughter 638 
The Prefcription 70 
Baghdad reproved 72 
Sadi at Tebris 74 
Anticipation 75 
The Dream 80 
The Mittake 83 


I - The 


( 114 ) 
The Retort princely 
An Extraordinary Event 
The Admonition 
The Man in the Moon 
Precedence 
Pharaoh and the Devil 
The Blind Man 
The Charm 
Not Civil Enough 
Optimifm 
Figurative Language 
The Talifman 
Origin of a Tax 
Riches a Snare 


Edu cattery af uw Griyiee 


THE END, 


100 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
109 
11} 
rn 


ADDITIONS. 


Line 6, page 12.—Introduction. See Major 


Rennell Geography of Herodotus, p. 286. 


P, 25.—See Plate 110.—Voyage Pittoresque de 


la Grece Je jeu de Jereedé,. 


P. 74.—See Lycophron, v. 1291, who calls the 


men of Carne dogs.—Kagviras Kuves. 
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